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 The play was a two-act 

comedy written by Linda Wiges of 

Traer.  It was set in a small town 

cafe where three women gather 

each day at their reserved table in 

front of the big window that looks 

out onto Main Street.  

 Bonnie was the almost-60 

owner of the Chat ‘n Chew.  Lois 

Jane (20-something) was the new 

waitress who got to know the 

regular ladies Galena, Evie, and 

Georgia who visited the diner 

every day.   The audience got 

to know the characters well through their personal 

experiences shared with all at the diner.  

 This was the first production that was 

performed over two weekends which increased our 

audience twofold. The 408 ticket holders  laughed, 

cried, and enjoyed the play.  

Fall Play: The Best Seats of the House 
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Wolf Creek Players Hold Annual Meeting 

 As Reda Charmichael, secretary of the Wolf Creek 

Players (WCP), said at the Annual Meeting, “this is the 

fourth year for the Wolf Creek Players!” Taken from our 

Articles of Incorporation,  “[WCP] is a theater group who 

wishes to bring educational and fine arts opportunities to 

the community.”  That is what we do!  In addition to our 

productions, we continue to find opportunities to put 

action into that mission statement.  Our goal is to expand 

our efforts to encourage participation – on stage and 

backstage – with more community members.  There are 

many of you with hidden talents or maybe not so hidden, 

who can bring new ideas and energy to WCP.  The 

theater is exciting!  It’s fun! 

And it can be work – rewarding work!  It’s an opportunity to 

become a part of a new family – a stage family!  

 Reta Callahan, treasurer of the WCP, gave a 2012-2013 

financial report to attendees at the annual meeting. She 

reported that $3,300 of donations were received and there 

were $6,480 of tickets sales thanks to the performances of 

1940 Radio Christmas Carol in the fall of 2012 and The Big 

Five-Oh in the spring of 2013. Because of this successful 

year, the WCPs realized a net profit of $1,958.19.  

 We are most fortunate to have the financial support that has enabled us 

to purchase a lighting system, sound system, and a computer for 

enhancing the lighting and sound.  Now the work is beginning to create 

the “house” to become a theater at the St. Joseph building.  Postponing 

the spring production to the fall will allow us the time to solidify and 

implement plans to integrate our equipment with a stage for our theater.  

 Many of you have helped with our success – A Big Thanks!  And 

many are needed for our continued success – A Big Thanks in advance!   

 Our communities deserve to have a theater group to be proud of and it 

takes all kinds of involvement at all levels.  Join the WCP family!    

Upcoming Events 
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Attention!  Your Support is Needed! 
Wolf Creek Players is a non-profit organization that depends on ticket sales, donations, 
and grants for income.  In addition to monetary donations, your time is also requested.  
You can help WCP! 

Check here if you'd like to be a volunteer.  Area(s) of interest: 

 ____Actor ____Makeup ____Backstage ___Props  
 ____Sound ____Lights ____Set Construction  

 Other__________________________________ 

Levels of Monetary Contributions (Check which level)  
 Make checks payable to Wolf Creek Players  

_____$1 - $99  Audience 

_____$100 - $250 Audition 

_____$251 - $500 Actor 

_____$501 - $1000 Applause 

_____$1001+  Sponsorship of next performance* 

Other________________________________________ 

*Sponsorship benefits: two free tickets to performance of choice and 
name announced before each performance. 

Please print your name(s) as you would like it to appear in our next newsletter or pro-
gram: 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address___________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code _______________________________________________________ 

Phone Number __________________________________________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date ________________________   Amount Enclosed ____________ 

 

Complete this form and tear this page off along with check 
and mail to: 

Wolf Creek Players, P. O. Box 21, Dysart, IA 52224 
Question: contact Reta Callahan at rkc@fctc.coop or 319-476-3935. 
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 A grant has been written to Tama County Community 

Foundation in hopes of obtaining funding assistance to have a 

week-long theatre workshop for children conducted by actors from 

Old Creamery Theatre in Amana. This workshop will be held in 

the summer with more details to follow. Contact Nancy Havran at 

319-476-3767 for details. 

 Check the newspaper, our website, or Facebook page for sign 

up to this workshop and details about the registration fee and 

schedule. The number of participants will be limited. 

 Wolf Creek Players is a non profit theatre group located in 
Dysart, Iowa. It began in 2009 as outpouring of interest for a local 
theatre after the production of Godspell. The inaugural play “the 
Curious Savage” was presented in March 2010.  
 Wolf Creek Players hopes to attract actors and audiences from 
all surrounding communities. It wishes educational and fine arts 
opportunities to everyone, in cooperation with local businesses. 
 
The Wolf Creek Players Mission Statement is to 
 provide opportunities for creativity, challenge, teamwork, fun 

and growth for all on-stage and off-stage members. 
 provide entertaining live theater that evokes emotion in the 

audience and displays a professional attitude.  
 interact with other organizations that have like interests.  
Our Goal:  Enhance the quality of the life in Dysart and East Central 
Iowa by providing a variety of theatrical experiences for viewers 
and participants. 

We Envision 

Who is Wolf Creek Players? 
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Yes, Please Quartet Performs at WCP  

Annual Meeting 

 After a short 

update of activities 

past, present and 

future by Reda 

Charmichael, the 

quartet entitled, “Yes, 

Please, presented a musical program in two sets.  

The members of the quartet are:  Andrew Bartlett, 

Tenor; Austin Siefers, Lead;  Weston Hennings, 

Baritone;  and Adam Kurt, Bass.  They are all 

students attending Wartburg College in Waverly, 

Iowa.   

 The members are currently preparing to 

attend a barbershop quartet competition in 

Kentucky. 

 Wolf Creek Players would like 

to thank all that attended the 

Annual Meeting and look forward 

to the next year’s activities.   
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The author/director of the last WCP production Best 
Seats in the House was Linda Wiges, well known in 
the area for her work in theatre.  She and her 
husband Lee are long-time residents of Traer.   Lee 
taught science and coached girls’ sports at NT High 
School.  They have one daughter, Heather Blakely 
who teaches in Fairfield, IA.   
 Originally from southern Iowa, Linda 
received a degree in Theatre at Culver-Stockton 
College in Canton, MO.  For several years she taught 

Speech and English at North Tama School.  She moved on then to do secretarial 
work at UNI in Cedar Falls. Her departments included the UNI Museum, UNI 
Athletics, and UNI Study Abroad.  She recently retired from the University after 
twenty-eight years. 
 Though she didn’t remain in a field that utilized her drama expertise, 
Linda has never retired her talents in acting, directing and writing.   She directed 
three plays at the Cedar Falls Community Theatre and acted in many.  She has 
also acted in many Waterloo Community Playhouse productions.  Locally, she 
directed and acted in a production of Steel Magnolias in Buckingham, wrote and 
directed Stressed to Kill for production at the ZCBJ Hall in Clutier, and wrote and 
directed a murder mystery dinner theatre for the Ole’ Depot in Traer.  More 
recently, she wrote and directed the first production of Best Seats in the House for 
presentation in Traer and then again for the Wolf Creek Players.   
 Wiges has just finished writing another comedy, As Good As Gone, which 
will probably find its way to a stage somewhere nearby.  Her passion for writing 
extends also to novels.  She currently has completed two and is contemplating 
publishing avenues.  Watch for more chances to enjoy the products of Linda 
Wiges’s imagination!    

 

E-mail:  WolfCreekPlayers@windstream.net 
Facebook:  Wolf Creek Players 
Website:  www.TamaCountyIowa.org/ 
 WolfCreekPlayers 
 

Spotlight—Linda Wiges 
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Past Performances 

2010: The Curious Savage  
 4th of July Patriotic Children's Readers Theater 
 The Shock of His Life and Pumpkin Stuffers 
 Rapunzel - Children's Readers Theater Christmas on Main 
 

2011: Over the River and Through the Woods 
 Children’s Theater Workshop 
 The Christmas Truce - Readers Theater Christmas on Main 
 

2012: Sam Club, Private Eye, in The Case of the Motorcoach 
  Mystery 

 Leaving Iowa 
 The Cell Phone Rings for Thee and Wine, Candles and 
  Anthrax 

 Sam Club, Private Eye, in the Case of the Malted Falcon 
 A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol 
 A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol - Christmas on Main 
 

2013: Credit Check 
 The Big Five-Oh 
 Best Seats in the House 

The Fed-Ex Christmas - Christmas on Main 

Newsletter Editors:   
Nancy Havran        
(e-mail: havran02@fctc.coop) 
Reda Charmichael   
(email: charm4@fctc.coop) President - Alice McGrath 

Vice President - James Radatz 
Secretary - Reda Charmichael 
Treasurer - Reta Callahan 
Past President - Nancy Havran 
Board Members:  Anthony John 
  Ron McGrath 
  Jana Ryan 

Board Members: 

Past Performances 


