
 

 

 
NAME/PROJECT: 
Copper Beech (Where Two Corners Meet) 
Multiple tenant partnerships for small town businesses 
 
HOW WE DID IT: 
Linda and I purchased the building in December 2006 and reconstructed the entire building for the 
purpose of our small business use and for rental.  My picture frame business and our art gallery are 
open and all rental space is filled. 
  

1. HOW WE GOT THE IDEA  
During a casual visit with friends from Dysart, I learned that there was one empty building on Main 
Street.  I had wanted to move my picture framing out of our home for years and Linda and I have 
wanted to own a commercial building.  I mentioned it to Linda and the next thing we knew we were 
the owners of a building.  We recognized that Dysart had a vibrant and progressive business 
community that excited and also fit our commercial needs.   
 

2. OUR GREATEST CHALLENGE: 
Since Linda and I did all of the demolition and most of the construction, staying focused and energized 
was essential.  Staying on budget and on schedule was difficult when converting a 100-year old 
building from what was most recently a restaurant to a flexible space for multiple renters.  
 

3. HOW WE OVERCAME IT: 
We accepted the fact that old buildings have surprises.  I believe a board game, much like Clue could 
be created from these experiences.  We took our time and together processed choices.  We often used 
humor and it was the encouragement from the community that resulted in success.   
 

4. ADVICE TO OTHERS 
Be flexible.  Be patient.  Don’t quit your day job.   
 

5. WHAT DO OTHER PEOPLE SAY ABOUT YOU?  
The people of Dysart and the Dysart Development Corporation have been very supportive of our 
efforts to rehabilitate 323 Main.  We live in Cedar Falls and it has been especially gratifying of the 
support, caring, and friendliness from the other business members and the community.  Numerous 
people from the community have been very complimentary of our design and many have stopped in to 
thank us for rehabilitating the building.   
 


