
 

 

 
Project:  Tama County Humane Society Shelter  
   
After years of working on finding a solution to shelter cats and dogs, Tama County 
Humane Society bought a building and unveiled plans and expansion for a facility. 
 
We did it:  The Tama County Humane Society (TCHS) has reached the goal of opening 
a shelter, through the generosity and continued efforts of the Tama County residents. 
 
Idea:  Tama County had no animal shelter, leaving county residents few options for 
homeless pets.  Tama County cities are forced to take animals from their city pounds to 
the Marshalltown animal shelter, while other Tama County cities have no animal 
control in place.  Once the Tama County shelter has completed the remodeling project 
and cities agree to contract with TCHS, those animals and monies will be able to remain 
in Tama County.  This will help facilitate reuniting lost animals with their owners.  This 
will also give residents another option besides “dumping” unwanted pets in the 
country, where few survive and those that do can become a nuisance to rural residents. 
 
Challenge:  Our greatest challenge, which will continue to remain our greatest 
challenge, is raising funds to purchase and remodel a building and maintain a 
functioning non-profit animal shelter.   
 
Overcame:  Being a non-profit organization, we have become very resourceful.  We 
have held several fundraisers including our very successful silent auction held in 
November.  We operate a thrift store within the shelter with items donated by county 
residents with all proceeds going to the shelter animals and building fund.  Also grants 
are currently being pursued.  The continued success of this organization is to be 
attributed to the generosity of the caring people in Tama County.  To the volunteers 
who attend and help at our events, volunteers helping with the animals at the shelter, 
residents who donate items to our store and the shelter, all the past and current board 
members who would not give up on this cause, and most importantly all who put in 
their nickels, dimes, and dollars in our donation boxes.  Each and every individual who 
took the effort is to be commended for making a difference in the lives of animals in 
need. 
 
Advice:  DO NOT GIVE UP!  There are many speed bumps to overcome but be creative 
and do not be afraid to ask for help. Utilize the many resources within Tama County.  
TCHS continues to successfully work with volunteers from the Iowa State Juvenile 
Home, Career Development Center, Tama County Probation Department, generous 
Tama County business owners, and the many talented, giving residents of Tama 
County. 
 



 

 

Quotes:  We are making a difference!  This is music to our ears, but we know we have a 
long way to go.  This project will continue to grow and with continued support Tama 
County Humane Society will change the lives of the hundreds of animals in desperate 
need in Tama County.  Future plans include spay/neuter programs, feral cat 
intervention, senior programs, student educational programs, and dog training 
programs. 
 


