
 

 

 
NAME/PROJECT: 
Tama County Barn Quilts 
A dozen barn quilts up, and counting 
 
HOW WE DID IT: 
We gathered several persons from around the county who were interested in quilting/history and/or 
tourism. We met twice monthly during 2007, planning and getting the project off the ground. We now 
have 11 quilts hung on buildings, three more are ready to hang, and several more are in the planning 
process. 
  

1. HOW WE GOT THE IDEA  
Grundy County was the first county in Iowa to take on this project (which was actually begun in Ohio). 
Grundy set out to recruit other counties in the area/region, as the more quilts there are on display, the 
more tourists it will bring to the area. We liked the idea, because it had county-wide benefits, rather 
than just benefitting a single community. Tama County has many beautiful barns and other ag 
buildings and this project helps focus on those buildings, and also on the beauty and history of quilts. 
 

2. OUR GREATEST CHALLENGE: 
We thought money would be our biggest challenge, but people have really gotten enthused about 
sponsoring the quilts. Instead, the greatest challenge has been getting people to agree to let us display 
the barn quilts on their farms (most love the idea, but some do not). 
 

3. HOW WE OVERCAME IT: 
We had to appreciate the fact that people do have the right to "just say no", even though we think this is 
a wonderful project. Also, people have now seen the Barn Quilts displayed, and they can better 
appreciate what we are asking them to do. 
 

4. ADVICE TO OTHERS 
If another county asked us for advice, we might advise them to have an existing county group (Grundy 
County has the Extension Service) be in charge of this project, since the rest of us are just volunteers 
with limited time to spend on it. 
 

5. WHAT DO OTHER PEOPLE SAY ABOUT YOU?  
Many people have seen Barn Quilts now, whether in Tama County or in other Iowa counties, so they 
appreciate what we are doing. Comments have been very positive. 
 


