
 

 

NAME/PROJECT: 
South Tama Rec. Trail  
2008 Trail Expansion and Creative Partnerships 
 
HOW WE DID IT: 
The project, now roughly 10 years old, was started by interested citizens of Tama and Toledo with the 
goal of providing a recreation trail connecting the two communities prior to the reconstruction and 
route changes now underway on US Highway 30.  Approximately 2.1 miles of trail are currently open 
with an additional 0.6 miles set to open in the Spring of 2009 and we have a promise from the IDOT to 
fulfill its obligation to complete the trail passing it under the new US 30 right-of-way so that walkers, 
bikers and runners can safely travel between Tama and Toledo in the future.  
 

1. HOW WE GOT THE IDEA  
The busy US Highway 30 and 63 corridors have always been obstacles for residents of Tama and 
Toledo who wish to safely travel on foot or by bicycle between the communities or simply extend their 
exercise routes.  Without an established trail some residents recognized that the new US 30 would add 
another significant obstacle, but if a trail and plans were in place before the new construction then the 
IDOT would be obligated to restore the route between the communities following US 30 reconstruction.  
The abandoned railway and natural areas roughly paralleling Deer Creek on Tama and Toledo’s west 
side provided a near-perfect route for a trail connecting Tama’s CBD, Civic Center and Library with the 
STC campus and Toledo’s Reinig Center, park and US 30 business corridor.     
 

2. OUR GREATEST CHALLENGE: 
Sustaining an all-volunteer project team while coordinating the efforts and satisfying the interests of 
two communities, the STC school district, Alliant Energy, landowners and neighborhoods along the 
trail.  A complete list of partners and volunteers can be found on our project web site at 
http://trail.TamaToledo.net.  
 

3. HOW WE OVERCAME IT: 
By constantly adding new members to our roster of tremendous, hard-working volunteers, and with 
cooperation/assistance from Tama, Toledo, STC and a number of other community and regional 
partners. 
 

4. ADVICE TO OTHERS 
In general, set goals and assemble a project team dedicated to meeting them.  Identify the talents and 
interests of your volunteers and empower them to apply their energy and skills to maximum benefit.   
In Tama-Toledo, recognize that the obstacles presented by two separate communities and governments 
can also be a tremendous asset.  Present a shared vision, seek cooperation between the cities and 
demonstrate that the obstacle can be overcome.  The benefits of doing this will be recognized within the 
communities and more importantly, by partners from outside as well. 
 

5. WHAT DO OTHER PEOPLE SAY ABOUT YOU 
“I view the project team and their work on the trail as very selfless, and without their expertise and 
time the project certainly may never have reached its goal.  As Mayor of Toledo I believe we are able to 
have many such projects in our community because of residents like our rec trail team.” – Pam Wood, 
Mayor – City of Toledo 
 

http://trail.tamatoledo.net/


 

 

“The recreation trail in Tama Toledo is a wonderful asset to our community.  As an avid user of the 
trail, I feel fortunate to be able to walk, bike or ski safely in such a lovely setting.  The frequent users of 
the trail seem to have a bit of a bond that is reminiscent of days gone by.  Spring and fall are amazing 
times on the trail when the migrating birds stop off for a rest.  This past fall I watched a small flock of 
flickers for an entire week before they continued on south.  The resident cardinals and chickadees make 
it unnecessary to use an iPod for entertainment.  The trail is not only wonderful for residents to 
maintain fitness but is also a benefit for us to connect with our natural surroundings. The native prairie 
species along the edges of the trail are remnants of our bygone heritage.   Even though they are 
common Iowa residents, there is something heart-stopping about looking up and seeing a deer 
watching from up ahead on the trail.  Once the new section of the trail is connected, our community 
will become a much more open place for non-car users.  I deeply appreciate the vision and commitment 
it took to preserve and maintain this space for the present and the future benefit of our community. “  -- 
Ginny Elliot, STC Middle School Science Instructor 
 
“The Tama Co. Recreational Trail has been a great asset to our communities. I walk the trail several 
times a week. I live very close to the trail and can see the amount of use the trail gets. It has someone 
walking or biking on it daily even in cold weather.  It is a clean, safe, and convenient place for 
exercising. “ – Joyce Legg, Tama County Health 


