
 

 

 
 
NAME/PROJECT: 
Dysart Business Builders 
Dysart’s Annual Wine Tasting and Fall Festival 
 
HOW WE DID IT: 
Looking for a way to increase interest and boost attendance at our annual fall festival, it was suggested 
adding a wine tasting of Iowa wines to our list of activities occurring throughout the day/evening.  In 
the last 4 years this has now grown into a premiere event in Dysart with 6-8 Iowa wineries from across 
the state attending (plus one Iowa Brewery this year), various other vendors and attendance for the 
evening reaching above 400, with many coming from the Cedar Rapids and Waterloo/Cedar Falls area.   
 

1. HOW WE GOT THE IDEA  
The community of Dysart, through the Dysart Development Corporation, has always had special 
events throughout the year that bring our residents out and about.  As new businesses continued to 
occupy our Main St we felt the need to showcase them, as well as have a social event.  Adding the Iowa 
wine tasting was a perfect solution as the individual businesses host the wineries during the hours of 
the tasting.   Attendees not only are introduced to the fine wines of Iowa, but have the opportunity to 
see the unique businesses our small town has to offer.  Because our business district is basically 
contained within one block it is easy to close it and create a neighborhood “block party” atmosphere.  
Along with the tasting we have family events which include hayrides, pumpkin painting, a homemade 
salsa contest and live music.  The past 2 years have included a wine tasting class before the event 
started. 
It should be noted that this event has opened new retail opportunities in Dysart as a new business 
opened in July of this year selling select wines and beer and one existing business is offering select 
Iowa wines for sale. 
 

2. OUR GREATEST CHALLENGE: 
In the beginning our greatest challenge was finding and contacting the Iowa wineries.   

 
3. HOW WE OVERCAME IT: 

A committee was formed to contact the wineries and plan the event.  This year’s committee members 
included Deb Ewoldt, Robin Werner, Wanda Petersen and Julie McLaughlin.  We went through the 
Iowa Wine and Beer Board to get a list of Iowa wineries.  We contacted them through an introductory 
letter, emails and phone calls.  We had to sell our event to them as they are invited to many of these 
tastings throughout the year.  One of our incentives was that they were allowed to sell their wines 
during the event. This year we decided to offer a monetary incentive as well to help cover mileage 
costs.  Because of this, we felt the need to charge for the tasting; it had always been free before.  We 
settled on a $10 charge which would include a tasting glass and information booklet.  We were worried 
that this would decrease attendance.  Our fears were put to rest when over 200 had paid for the tasting 
before it officially started!  We estimated about 350 participated in the tasting alone, with others coming 
to enjoy the additional vendors (ranging from chocolates to pumpkin and gourd sales, baked goods 
and other gourmet food items, plus sales of logo t-shirts, wine charms and coasters) and other events 
on Main St. 
 

4. ADVICE TO OTHERS 



 

 

A core committee is a necessity and community involvement is paramount!  Not only were the 
Women’s clubs involved, but also the Lions Club (serving food) and many local business owners.  We 
had set-up committees, as well as clean-up, plus designated hours for volunteers to help with the 
various activities.  Teachers helped to decorate the light poles for the festival.  Everyone in the 
community is invested in this event and we all want to see it grow each year.  We are always 
welcoming new ideas. 
 

5. WHAT DO OTHER PEOPLE SAY ABOUT YOU?  
This year we sent questionnaires to our participating wineries/vendors.  Here are some of the things 
they had to say: 
 
Whispering Hills Vineyards, Carson IA 
“This is one of the best events that we have participated in.  We appreciate the hard work and the 
hours this must have taken to organize.”  Dana Killinger 
 
John Ernest Vineyard & Winery, Tama IA 
“It’s getting better every year!”  Jamie Busch-Upah 
 
These were written comments…we would need to contact them for permission to use…which 
shouldn’t be a problem. 
 


