
 

 

 
NAME/PROJECT: 
 
Rainbow Nights and Designer Inn and Suites 
Fantasy suites 
 
HOW WE DID IT: 
 
Gary has been building fantasy suites for 28 years and decided to fulfill his dream of buying a hotel 
and putting fantasy suites in.  We are now in our 5th year of business. 
  

1. HOW WE GOT THE IDEA  

How did Designer Inn and Suites get its name? The award-winning designer of our theme suites is also 
the hotel's owner. Thus the hotel was aptly named, Designer Inn and Suites. Throughout the past 27 
years, he has designed and manufactured over 70 different theme suites and/or full room creations. 
His work has been featured in numerous publications throughout the United States including: People 
Magazine™, Milwaukee Magazine™, and The National Inquirer™ and locally in the Des Moines 
Register, Waterloo Courier, Cedar Rapids Gazette and Marshalltown Times-Republican. This talented 
designer utilizes every inch of the room to realize the full potential of the theme. Our designer's 
original themes feature details such as hand painted wall murals, artistically shaped and textured 
walls, hand formed sinks, high quality counters, interesting mirrors, and his signature starlight 
valances. There are many nuances throughout each and every room.  

These fantasy suites are distributed and featured throughout the United States. For over 25 years the 
room components and designs have been produced out of a manufacturing facility in Wisconsin. The 
current facility is located in Iowa, and contains the tools required to perform all of his wood working, 
laminating, solid surface design, and upholstery work. In addition, the facility features a studio where 
the designer can cultivate new artistic suite ideas. There are several driving forces that motivate the 
designer to create these suites. Ultimately it is a labor of love for the designer, and he truly wishes to 
share all these imaginative suite creations with all of you. 

Our location is key and 45 minutes from Waterloo, Des Moines and Cedar Rapids which was important 
to us in our research as we can draw from these populations.  The towns of Tama-Toledo are quaint 
with things to do and we also are 5 minutes from Meskwaki Casino. 

2. OUR GREATEST CHALLENGE: 
 
We are an independent hotel and have a franchise next door.  We struggle with advertising because the 
amount of advertising a franchise is able to afford and get, we cannot do.  For our suites, we rely on 
word-of-mouth, our website, repeat stays, newspaper ads, publicity and bridal shows. 
 

3. HOW WE OVERCAME IT:    
 
We had to be creative in our marketing strategies and materials to reach our target areas and 
customers.  In our first year of two of business, we did many free tours open to the public as well as 



 

 

private tours of anyone who stopped in.  This helped get the word out in the beginning.  We also rely 
heavily on our website which attracts about 1,500 new visitors a month. 
 

4. ADVICE TO OTHERS 
 
Set your goals and reach high to attain them.  It takes a lot of effort in the beginning, but is worth it. 
 

5. WHAT DO OTHER PEOPLE SAY ABOUT YOU?  
 
We have permission from these folks who also have quotes on our brochure and website.   
“Designer Inn and Suites was the perfect place to celebrate our 25th anniversary.  Our room (the Heart’s 
Delight) was a dream come true and we’re looking forward to our next stay.” –Nancy and John from 
Wisconsin and 
 “We had an amazing time at Designer Inn and Suites.  Every last detail in the Rainforest suite is 
complete and we had a very romantic evening.  We already have friends in mind who will love this 
place.” –Kim, Cedar Rapids 
 
 


