
 

 

 
NAME/PROJECT: 
City of Montour 
"Best Bloomin Town in Iowa”   
 
HOW WE DID IT: 
I have a life long history with Montour.  I was born and raised here, went to South Tama to high school 
and after my career with JCPenney,I decided to stay and live out my days here.  My good friend, Bette 
Scheid and I were already working on Grandma's Park Project, what was one more challenge?   
So the grant was written and we won!!!!!!!!!!! 
Making Montour into what it used to be is my passion.  This is my home and I feel I belong here and 
my calling is to bring it back to life....With help from the wonderful citizens who live here. 
  

1. HOW WE GOT THE IDEA  
My cousin, Mandy Lekin, saw the article in Our Iowa magazine. Small towns, under 
5,000 population were eligible to win money for town beautification.   At first I didn't think we had a 
chance, such a small town, who would want to help us?   
 

2. OUR GREATEST CHALLENGE: 
We didn't have any challenges to overcome.  The community was so excited to already have the park 
project in progress, we had volunteers from day one.   
 

3. HOW WE OVERCAME IT: 
Earl May in Marshalltown, managed by Andrew Clemons, donated their time to filling the flower pots 
with beautiful plantings, landscaping along the post office to Kings' Castle and in front of the 
Community Center.  The plantings had to be watered, that was done by Rex Finley, Steve Steveson, 
Andrew Clemons and Roger Eberhart.  They rigged up a watering system using a barrel in  the back of 
a pickup or a skid loader.  
 

4. ADVICE TO OTHERS 
My advice to others is a quote from Henry Ford, which I have tried to live my life by:   
"If you think you can or think you can't, you are right." 
 

5. WHAT DO OTHER PEOPLE SAY ABOUT YOU?  
I have had so many supporters in my bid for Mayor, Grandma's Park and now Best Bloomin Town in 
Iowa, there are too many to name.  The people who should get the recognition are the citizens who 
helped with the park and the flowers, the volunteers really made Montour successful in our endeavors. 
  
Roger and Barb Steveson 
Rex and Flora Lou Finley 
Paula and Roger Eberhart 
Steve and Ann Steveson 
Bill Eberhart 
Andrew and Laura Clemons 
Ron and Alice Garrett 
Roger and Nancy Green 
Bette Scheid 



 

 

Lane and Taylor Lekin 
Mandy And Jason Lekin 
Kyla Wilkening 
Chelsea Kelley 
Damian Oswalt 
Don and Connie Campbell 
Bryce and Paige Eberhart 
  
These are the people that make this town great... 
  
So many people have encouraged me and supported me in this venture. 
  
My Uncle Bill Vana 
Cloe Ann Hill 
Kay Gary Lowery 
Clifford and Eleanor Downs 
My boss, Maggie Hoffa 
My sister, Teresa Bjornsen 
Rex and Flora Lou Finley 
My daughter and son-in law, Brad and Jayme Wilkening and granddaughter, Kyla 
Judi Detrich 
  
There are just too many people to name.  I appreciate their support and love them all... 


